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‘This resource unit is based on,reséarCh,COnauctedey”  ,‘ |
1 and Ernest Valenzuela;ﬁexperienced:cléSsrbomvteachersk, o
of African history'and'culture_'The-unit.COnsists>nyanfintroduction' ,‘

'5f 3-by Mr. Garland and two major parts, Part I is an annotated .

= bibliography"df’SeleCted.sources90n?VariouS*aspects,of traditional
.:AfricaniReligionfuseful,in‘CIaSSr00m3Stud T
',j;modelvteachingﬂunit:of'two,Weeks,duratiqnjfbuilt,¢nfén;inguiﬁyj‘,Qeiw ,“w'
1,f” téachingStrategy;and~utiliZesWa*va¢ietyﬁof]audio,andfviSﬁdl{éSgwell', f,»
{Tf}ﬂas writteﬂQmaterialsidesigned;for,uSe byfhighjschoo1,Sthents,[The;, fw m‘
*E*Qteachingaplanaand*inStruCﬁional materials;WhiChvcOmprisegthi$}uﬁit;Wgg1 5'm
.’,*haven0t*been'teStedCin any“clas§rQomgsettingvbutfare)preSéntedjas;a‘jg¢g"
~ model of one possible way to introduce a study of traditional African |
ng}g:eligion+~Relatedﬁddcumehts arefED,023,692;*ED¢023B693i1Eﬂ5030'010f-~ ﬁ* .
. BD. 032 324-ED 032 327, and ED 033 249, (Author/Ls) . . . -

y» Part II' consists of a
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y Preface

This resource unit has been prepared by'William E. Garland,»dj
research assoeiate on’ the staff of Project Africa, a social studies‘rw
curriculum research and deve10pment project located at Carnegie«MEIlon
University in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. It is based on research con-'
ducted by Lynn Mitdhell and Ernest Valenzuela,‘experienced classroom |
teachers of African history and culture.o The unit itself has been .

’ideai?ned in consultetion with leading specialists on African religiontww
and culhﬁre, includlng Dr. Fela Sowande of Howard University, and the Ld
G:Cultural.Affairs Office of the Nigerian Embassy inﬁWashington,ﬂ .C.. o

This resource unit consists of an introduction and two major ‘

- 3 A

,parts. ¥In the introduction, Mr. Garland outlines several different S

- ways to organize a study of traditional African religion and points d

X PR o : '
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| "out some problems inherent in each approach..;n

An annotated bibliography of selected aources on various aspects

SR

of traditional African religion comprises Part I of this report.; In-."

‘cluded here are brief descriptions of selected materials that'W111

W
A

in classroom study of traditieual African religion.; These

e f,

: materials hawe been classified and annotated ln a variety of ways.

\—/4(

Reference to ‘1is list may provide materials and/or ideas which will

3 J\ »V. m L

mske possible the deveIOpment of units of study on traditional African B

\ e

eliglon organized along the lines of one or more of the approaches f_'

3 i it

suggested by Mr. Garland or devised by any classroom teacher. |

“ ;A f‘.?:"{,]

Part II of this report consists of a model teaching unit of two

ffllois‘o:*f weeks' duration. This unit is built on an inquirynteachiag strategy

and utilizes a variety of andio and visual as well as written materials

to explore the functionality of African religion as well as the nature

P




of African and our owm religious experience. It has been desigued for

!) :" 5*1, » o

use by high school seniors. B

This teaching unit, as reprinted here, includes daily lesson plsns,

<o
LY

;outlines of all audio and visual materials and copies of all handouts, |

work sheets end study guides designed for student use. The unit con-”

cludes'with a copy of reading marerials selected for student use. All

S N

".tescher materisls in this resource unit are printed on yellow paper.

| Materials for use by the students are printed on'white paper to fecilitate

X A

“;duplication by a thermofsx or other similar process.

It?should*be noted that the tesching plan snd instructional materials

wA';

~:,which comprise this unit, while designed by experienced classroom teechers,

k'””ihawe not been tested in any classroom setting.' They may ‘or msy not be

”“*]fimmediately useful for any specific curriculum or group of students.

““.a;They?sre presented‘here@ rather, es a model of one possible wey to’ﬁ"
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|  Barry K. Beyer, Director
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'WW'Jf1{AP§f&§&abhfﬁfbf;fﬁéﬂ$§ﬁé?5%f§méflaﬁ&gbflimmémséﬁuariety%ﬂnd*sharpvcbﬁétfésts.

- Nowhere are ‘these features more evldent;thanﬁin»the;meligionaﬁpracticéd*by the
. peoples living in this vast region. A great number of religions flourish in the
;«grga,aouthnofw@hgvsahggg,w Hindqiam,,Judatsm,mlelam‘andfChnfstianityféKdetiq as
5ﬁéil“aéfPfﬁtéﬁﬁﬁdtféadﬂC&thdliqvéﬁnumbﬁr their adherents in the ters of thousands,
lﬁﬁﬁﬂgedgigdhétiﬁeéfih;théwmillidné,_,Numeroua;other religious sects also abound -
,Zﬁa¢ﬁsﬁﬁhatféfe'iﬁd;gbnduéftp,Afggca,itsalf.';In,fact,qit:LS‘thasa‘indigénoqs religions
W,@héﬁIaﬂéfﬁhﬁHvé:y;eéaaﬂQQ”Of‘thg real Africa, that sustain and integrats the livee
- ond cultures of the peoples by whom they are practiceds . i - o . S

TR N B
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- 0One way to gain a better and desper understanding of the peoples of Africa
‘*éﬂuﬂh,Of_th6;5ahﬁtgy;Pf,theirqu4ge;9xstemso.ﬁhe£hab1tﬂt”in*Wﬁluﬁ”thévﬂlivagthai”q
;;ﬁﬁﬁﬁégy;fan&i”i“"“”""tb@;entigpqugiticalg.social. sconomic and ideational milisu
in ‘which they live - their total culture = is: through a etudy of indigenous Africen
Ureliglons bath in heir}tt@d;ﬁ;qnalaforms~andaundafythe“impqct of alien beliefs and
weys of 1 “Such ;éthygm;ght;bamonganizedrinﬂanyfnUmber o?‘wéyg:qapeﬁding‘.[}ff‘
he.epecific.leerning objectives selostede =

piéhdéa?gaph.mtghtvwetl~bevtowsu:vey?briéfly;sbmaAnffthgiﬁéligious
d’éf‘QalaptedgAfrtcanEpaopIeSuWHSuchﬂah‘abbrpathha$jseriﬁQ$Q,f4k
'y hou "DSUFQatuwmagimgxwitchcraﬁt.\divinatidh;:anﬁsstarijpahipmg %
S ﬁ,,,‘WJMwﬂﬁf#‘,mﬁgaaaq.pgtygsiva.faatvmesfoﬂ\traditibﬁaI*African'rellgIOng~T,gmw3
-_ m1ght,ﬁbﬁﬂltTpriﬁééilywin;a"deﬁigpation of these features and practices as "savage"
;pr?thiMitive.”J Invulvement in such a study could easily lead students to respond,

- -

v

t )ﬁat7pagan1$m‘wga,wtdﬁngutfji;53ftff”jfﬂf,‘ S
ow it.seams like it peally is’ =~ ' -
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o often seame to pereist aven in the face of attemts to.discoer &
o Indee »::t0. present ‘data simply et &'descriptive .level tends -

......

‘blases and etereotypes about Africas primitiveness

:sfudy Africa's indigerfiols’ religions 1e to ‘organize the study.
aeds of menkind, = Students cauld, for exenple, compere
-and lestern ansusirs to such questione.as "Why illnese?",
o suPfering?!.’ Although this' focus mey have considerable.
lente, perticularlyas it deals with religion et en .
xpyepbexotipﬁadleVéIQ7ﬁhété?ééemftbwnggaw§§ 1ag;ﬁﬁ1qu1t1es;
*_appngaphawﬁlt=maygb§ﬁQU£ﬁe“diffi&dlt;”Féf'éxémﬁle, to develop
~about African religion - that is an ability to.judge the applioebility
7§ﬂ¢gn&A@¢1¢anmcamtéﬁﬁfﬁﬁih~thiﬁjf%?hiqn;‘,Theraéare,atmleaétvtwﬁvvv ‘
ble reasone. for this. inadequacyy: ' @i. oo o oo o ohe AES ARiSEASE tuaT

S S Eh
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it R .'!')‘;i{,.l..‘ DA ) .
§ ey .

Fiz 11y, oroanized religton gyeriwtire engages in promoting ethno- . -

o ha extent that studénte are themselves religious, it seems - -
the reaction to Afri “férértg;qﬁgfwi;l,bé;,tf'n¢£QQQtrightahoskilityg
SupeRficlal tolerances Furthermore, should ‘one sesume, efter . ...,

seanchy that students share s more seculer, rationsl outimok .o : ;-
4 imay indeed reject g priori all religious explanationa.of. ..
: : ;,Ev;‘.,v‘a;“.‘ R B L ’ . k . R E:'_'”‘.T _‘f‘ ?‘ g vl “‘;;_“,w”::. AR
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i~ man®s needs as simply species of intellectual error In shorty, dealing with these,
B the manifest functions of African religion, could produce a head-on confrontation
. botween values basic to both traditional African and contemporary American life.
+-1%.also appears -quite certain that traditional African religion would hardly get .
@& feir "heering® under-thees circumstances. . B -
... A third approach to the study of traditional African religion is to center
. the activities on what a religion does for the society in which it is experienced.
' The focus of such a study might be to discover how religion, as an "organ" of a
- ... 8pecific African culture, interacts with other major "organs" or instituticns of
~ that culture = how it interacts with the institutions of family and kinship,
governing, social control and economic ‘well=beings While ‘this approach offers a
way to lessen the interplay of ethnocentric bies in the learning process (and
_possibly challenge these biases as a result), there are nevertheless saveral problems
connected with its implemsntation.

TRy e

T F_It}appagrewthatcAmenicanuyouth&ara*pécoming increasingly secular in their

~ attitude toward life. Thus one difficulty is related to the problems created by

‘othnocentric biase High school st.dents may have considerable difficulty in grasping

. the extent to which African religion pervaedes every aspect of traditional African
-ltfé;_flhis7diff1Qu1ty,‘in,turn;xsuggéSESfano%haf,vnamélyjthat,Sinpa "religion” ie

~virtually coterminous with "culture" in traditional African settings, the level

.~ of abstraction is often so high that it is difficult for one to work in any colherent

~ way with it, Indeed, since it appeers that structure needs explanation prior to

»’“fﬁé“ihyastigéﬁiqﬂgofmfupction,_therewis;aalikelithdfthafjall'of“ghe,méjqnpﬁaatpmas
’ af‘gn“ﬂfriﬁaquultqns,W111,nged,tp{beﬂatwleast*dBSCribéd”géforé‘studying how the
B  religlous experience helps keep such a structure (a people’s culture) running -

i Should such a ‘study be organized along inquiry 1lines, a fourth difficully

. arises, Data which is neceassary to meke inferences.or generalize about specific

_ functions of Africen religion is most scerce. For example, the nearest approximae

_ tion of religious data in this, form-is: found in.Murdock?®s Ethroaraphic Atlas

- but this work does not inclide data which maekes it possible to draw functional
 inferences from or make such genmeralizations about treditional African religione
o There'is, ‘finally, a fourth alternative approech to studying traditioral
_ African religion. This is to simply accept.the inevitability of student ethnoe

. centrism erd instead ‘employ African religious experiences in such a way as to

- promote inquiry sbout religion in the students' own world. Perhaps the data may

- then be conceptualized as a series of.candles which, when lighted, place in relief
qéﬁﬁéétéﬁdf*fbiigi¢h $hﬂbur ggg;puL§ugq,yhich@before.ﬁadfbeénfhiddéﬁ bY“its_“nprmalﬂﬁy
QfThejmayéffﬁfmbiEhfféligggpsféffil;atiQnﬁsiill;appearwtb*ﬁﬁFect‘ahdftaVBallvaLUQE' o
~+and class in the United States is one area which might thei be investigated. In
- this perspective, of course, the level of analysis: may. be at either ths personal

e oo

"end idiosyncratic or the eultuggk,andain_éach@caaa;ibnlygthose"dif?icultias“th ' } °

N - R e L

- essociated with thhocentrism need be considered by the teacher.

i

(5LES 0 There is*yetgﬁnbthéfjﬁgab;éml—.in;aﬂditionatoustuﬂeht (and teacher) ethno-
. centrism - which effects any study of traditional African religion, and especially
~ eny study of it based on inquiry~-teeching strategies. This problem relates to the
- degree to which reason can be applied to an understanding of gany religious’ experienc:
~tenet or behavior. The religious sphere of humen action is' fundamentally hetero-
‘gensous to*tﬁé-saCularjaﬁpééﬁs”df,lifag,_Paﬁhaps~thquroblemTwh;éh*results is most
cleerly demonstrated by one aspect of this heterogensity: ‘religion everywhers is
 based upon ‘faith and its purposes and practices do not adait, consequently, of
g retional ‘anslysis. It may thus not be possible to epply the procedures of rational
B  analysis to such a diametrically opposed sphere of humen lifs to derive any valid
- understanding of that phencmenon. :
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 Introduct1oQ;§9 Ngterials 1n TrgditiggyI‘Afﬁican Relioion

In spite of the ﬁwnblemé implipitixn~at%emptfngto study about Africen
or in attempting fo use African religion as a vehicle for geining inaighte

. religion » ‘

';Evinﬁomthé,behavicr and valugs of Africans ms well as of ourselves, such study cen

" be a rswarding and informative experience. In order to assist teachers in plenning
. guch studies, we have prepared the following materials. Reference tc them should

be useful in desining units of study on traditional African religien organized

- .along the lines of one or more of the approaches suggested above.

. PMRT I ‘Selégted:Matgrigls,oquraditional African Relicion
" 9T II A Teachipo Unit on Traditional African Religlon
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Thia 18¢ brie? and comparaiiVQ“preseﬁﬁa%fENMbF traditfﬁnal%ﬂfridan
explanations of life and deaths Not only revealing the common liteﬁary
motifs Africans tend to employ in such stories, the selections also
demonstrate - with often striking clarity = the resemhlances to the e
Biblical mythology in the Judaic~¢hris%ian tra&itian. S L

L
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leldman, Busan (ed.).

R R T TE T LRV MM A A ETTEERTTURNEIRR Y SOV EWIP S 1)

Naw York: Dall Publi”uwng

NG b ¥ 013 ..,,
By ws"{”‘ Mgy v BN T

. N
Bty { g’ R A ;“M%

B Thevedltor‘a 1ntrbductiunﬁté thrs fine»callac%ion of African oraf‘%reditions
provides’ an: aspecially tleéar ‘perspactive: of 'the place of' ofal “traditidns S
gup.in the lives.and. the. neliglons ofmtraditional African cultures.vmm«'mwu D ]

Hetskuvlts.*Malvilley”‘ ThS?HUM“ﬁ*Fa§ton§ n.Ch
Alfred A, Knopf, 1967. 500 pp.

1. Changing Afpd ‘5New Yérkf?*f
Hardecover. ﬂﬁ“%“”'*wﬂ ““&‘*W"“,“*L“‘,,

Anbhrapologist Herskuvits detatls the" veriuua Wac ‘“o?f“hanga;no 4o
‘progress intAfeives’ Although generalizatiorisabout” chiangé” in such a'"
- Wedtrarea assAfrica: should be: approached with’ great - calition,” the" author
~hevertheless haé mades availabls & 'very 1htelllgible explanation'éf“uhis S O
complex topic. Beginning with a descriptioi’ of ' the: base ‘11né" for ‘thénge = BN
essentially rural cultures - Herskovits goes on to describe the dmpact Lo
| - of Western contact and rapid urbanization on African education, polﬂggpp;_
~ webraliglon’ ahd;: Lhgehéral, tiadi tisnal: Valués)' Highly ecémmended £or' "
- the nemcomers to African traditional life. PR ey

N “ o o #ﬁk; 1 ',, { E_, , ; \‘t M la}a’- R ot 1‘5 zrd b ‘ ’ :{. ,? i “‘}E i- 5 ‘,”; %u? & hl%l vy ‘ ; _‘\ 3. :," L
Parblhdbr' tsorfrey;°‘ 1dlon 4h APpL Baltimofe, Md 8 f
253 pp. paper. S : ) ‘ ‘ SR ‘ ““zﬂc 1 SR

This is a brisf but excellent introduction to the gemergl rgligious L
v gkpertence 1 Afrdcat SV both in"the traditionel and: “modern““aettihg$$”““‘
The author makes some attempt to present to the' reader an’analysis of
. tiids experience at the level of social organization = that is, the ﬂgtans
“Punstion: qﬁzréﬂigiﬁﬁ (poﬂiticai sacerdotilization ‘social’ con&rbls,
_{e% cetéra) in-additionito his' unusually clear axplication*b%‘t R
of Lndi vidual*religinu:fﬂarticipationiﬂ Rmést uséPul bédk for, the ﬂeacher

new to Africe and who may desire an 1ntroduction to ﬁhe Africah religious
awpariances. ,
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Turnbull, Colin m. Jradition and Change in African Tribal Life. New York:
The World Publiﬁhlng Cos; :19664:271 ppe Hardcovers .0 .o .

Dre Turnbwll, a noted anthropologist and authority of African culbures,
o helps to make it possible to see the world through the eyes of members -
% of traditional African cultures. The book is organized around the life
. wele of individual Africans = from birth to death - and demonstrates
the.ways in which traditional values are; given to the young and "acted
‘out" by thayadulg ‘and ageds . Perheps. the bast. ‘quality .of this work is
its readability -'for it should appeal not only to the adult who wishes
20 knqw mnre about Afvieanwcultures,tbut elso to students at the secnndary

| R e Vv 3 )
RSN N B NN 9

¥ .-
2 Y

S DA E Lt PR atand wall el et ey Y '
rhe eeleetiens briefly annota%ed bele y:. 1nclu ea yarietyyefrways ef‘
looking at the religious experiences of particuler African traditional
«eulyures, tEach seugce. ln turn, 48, more completelyannotated. in the:.
h weert B ef this blbliography. aggm,

L ‘h';g‘;",} .

LEE ey

Cogpy Do i

h ‘ '-uwx'artwmi
*Ltdo’ 19670 190 PP. ﬂeper. f??mmx“:uaﬂf

Londons: Heinemapn, Educational : Booksj:
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. Things. F 11. A 'r‘wrevelveeuareund 2. proud:and: sometimee vlelent Ibo;:

‘ warrlerg Dkonkweg 'Sﬁlnds lt hard to exist.at a time:when: tradltignal
"f“Values are adually‘fading,away,, In the.end, life becomes: toe: much. of
i eetrugglez oL hlm and;he takes hle own liFe, desplte the taboe agalnst

euicide 1““'

NP -
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LondoﬁagHeinemahn Edgeatlonal Beeks,‘Ltd.,

1969. 201 PP. Paper;';

- Ky 5ot -
[ T LAY IER A O L S " ‘ H
P2y ‘1,.‘.35“" R gTeER Thloen S IR NETAET U PR w ‘ S

“This is a novel set in Yeruba territory in Western Nigeria. It portrays
;;the confrontation betweep Yeruba values and. xhoee efuthe Waet (Brltieh
?.Colonlal Administratlanb PR g

5 axplaining the: tribal arigine end. develepmentb of Ashanti
s, author makes an/attempt: to explain: Ashanti religiony
organizetions: Of. particular importanice ‘sfthe

"and”gnvefnment_
&mﬁgthe Geldenastaol of . the Aehanti¢fa,w@x Ly

Idowu, E. Bo Dlodumare; Gog in Yoruba Belief. New York: Frederick A. Praeger,
‘1966. 222 pp. Hardcover. - 7 |

:ﬂ;@l*An ordained Yoruba mlnieter of the Wethodist church ‘presents the most
,k["vtherough deecriptien of traditional Yoruba religion avallable. His discus-
- sion is supported with abundant primary source data =- partlcularly in the
“g[form of religious oral traditiors which are often translated in full. This
hewever. hae been challenged by some fer ite alleged "Chrietian“
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Kenyatbo, Jomo. Fgg;ng Mt,ikangg; The Tribgl Lifo of tbo g;kuiﬁ;i New York:
Random House, Ince, 1962, 326 ppe Papere.

L4

A Gikuyy himself, author Kenyatta brings to his own oultuoe tha trained
eye of an anthropologist, and, in so doing, expertly describes the structure
of this East African way of lifa. \ R I L T E s BT
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‘Lays, Cumara. Th “Dar k Bhild. " New VerK: Noonday Press, 1954188 ppe Hardcover.

st e oAnTony @ ool B e sote e L B oy
cﬁmom& Ldyo oobistigallynroopaates tha olaar mamorios of an Afrioan
“childhagd:= a.childhood which:began in. “the. trgditional interiov of

| ﬂnanchﬁWaat Afniga angd- endadqu aaplane haaded%for France.n{ :

Lo

Cowtgen W
‘u J?" =‘f-‘:,’ N A v

This 15 a novel about Chishu, an Ibo widower who:has.: devoted;har entire
life to the raising of her only son Nnannae The tale develops a poignant
narrative of a woman whose entire worid:is, ‘gradually destroyed- -as:her son
becomes drawn toward Western education and the new 1deas 1mported into the

Nigerian state by wgstorn settlerse 1 ¢ A1) oogt ol REUTRN
| R | L1ar oyl warlmin
Ngugi, Jmmea. The Riuer nggaon.k London. Heinemann Educational Books, Ltd,,‘
19650 175 pp. Papar. | s S RN fgx.f:., FIY vr‘}.i‘t‘m a J‘hl"d;.‘:i"

James Ngugi haa providad us with a peroeptive tale of trodition and ohange
in Gikuyuland, Kenya. Wai yeki, the hero of the novel, represanto the '
classical conception of a marginal man = standing betwesn traditional

 Gikuyu culture and that of the West as represented by British missionarios"~
- 4in Kenyas Tragedy for Waiygui follows his attampte to form a oultural |

"bridga between thase two worlds.v

P A qeivge w ke I Y s LB P O AT e S

New York Praoger,

- <5
’ g e a0
"J ’f. R R A S ;
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grows ; un onwthe”oooat'of Ghahﬂhﬂ$§f1if53
between the traditionalwand the NeWa, ;¢

T‘Sowande, lela. 1fa (a pamphlat published by the author ond avaﬁlabla by
'»Jwriting him at Howard UniVeraity. Washington, D Co ) 1964. 7¢ PP Paper.

This brﬁof pemphlet mekes a case for a differant 1nterpratation'oonoruba o
treditional religion from thot explained in Idomu.\o” ; : .
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Tha many features of religion may ba categorized 1n a variety o? ways.
An‘attGMpt“has been made here té' 8elect “and “annotate ‘frfom sglected s
R sources: rapreaontative“dxampvas of 'sacred’ beliefs, voles; shriﬂes*frb

s rituals, objects, and?m&thiool ‘motiLPs one’ Mayffiﬁd in variouovnfnicdn

culturesse The numbers listed after each feature Tefer to

i ;a}phpbgt;zod;and;numberad titles ;n\§q9§;pn‘11, poag giofvﬁnato%b%iography.
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According to the "structure-function" model of: culturé. commoﬁ ‘to tHe

:diaoiplines of anthropology and sooiology, a people's religion providas
“sacred -support: for the" ilgr features of 1life.: Thia“headlng ‘ffelodes
“excebpte fllustrative of decular '"functions" of rélfgioh“as“it“iaw'”
oxper:lenoed 1n traditional African‘*m!ys of fes o "0l k] nonw it
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Africa, like all areas of the world, has unﬁergono parioda of rapld

|- change in recent decades, Among the factors responeible for these chenge
J \are rapid upbanizatién and contact under a’ varioty of conditions with

the alien cultures. The following excerpts describe some of the effects
on traditional African life and religion which have sometimes followad
trom these changas. Futi
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Dne of the many areas which may ba explored to explain a particular ’

¢ [t-religlous’experdence 1a-that of ‘the' physicallenvironment = the»tﬁpography
and climate, for example, ‘amohg-which the culture 1ife has evolved.

As has been 1mplied above, however, raligion is far too camplex a human

B experianca to be so "simply" explained. The few selactions. which. follow
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. SELECTED SORCES 05 Gt aan

. le Achebe, Chinua. Thin S‘FallvA'artq“_London. Heinemann Educational Books,
e s e

pe 48 A mothar educatas her children by telling %hem stories
.. about her people's past. The tals .of "the guarrel :
" _betwaan the Earth and Sky" is related in fulle

| Saew Lenbiapin s

Rt

o Sggged Bgliefs
pp. 9~11 .»fFears of the spirit world are explainad in thisobrief
e ;passage about traditional Ibo culture.

"f‘A discusslon of-peraonalygods; Ao

i AL ERHRES S NSRRI LT A VRS SR 47 g '.v.u I R U R S AR ST oAt BTHANLS e A Pt AR XTI

Discussion of a “sacred traa.

R

l'tha Yem nis}deScribad b thaaa

'wwww nﬁﬁﬂm'ﬂ»

This paasage is concernad with deécribin 'the African‘ 

PP Y SRR AN ST S TS T RSN R Y 1 CRAE A7 S A N RS O B8 b “W-xv. AT g e “astvh' g

view of ‘the arrival of missionaries in Iboland,;kigaria.
As a particularly lucid and- humorous‘“ccognt of-this:

A

“event, this passage might prove useful as a Springboard

'”fto introduce the concept "athnocentrism“" Q?f~ﬁi7§ir‘

_‘ fAn account of the ritual to ba obseriadxwhgp;pngﬁﬂggggigsfv‘,;;i;\
an oracle end a brief description of the reascns one S
;5cunsultsbsuch deity in Iboland. Nigeria.;‘l,,1

g\mw Aoy, kT A, o R G BTG TR

,.{rﬂA brief discussion of baliefs.about, the’chag,gtsnﬂof the
",jguardian apirit - Or "chi" - of each Ibo 1nd1vidua1. 3

*h5R°11§15“S*“ﬁfméiégﬁiﬁét ths Pfaﬁticé'ofvéuicidé; ;c!"i

;f;fDiacuasion of relatinnship batwsen demands of oracle and
”kﬁg'lndividuél freedom between two of tha charactars in the
lfj,novel.  : ‘ ,,,,

| drial us*anany is daa 1bad hara at some 1ength. S
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1§§&;3§fuf;“j*tﬁquﬂ&ﬂéﬁfﬁﬁé?éﬂqﬁhﬁitf*mégﬁ‘ﬁhéfthreat of Christian
CoEm e nissionary é&panétah'byfﬁltdwfﬁgﬁﬁhem to build their church
on Yevil" grm.mg. el ot Eera e
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- et g customs and.those of ‘Chrdstianibye:o . i .onic o0 o
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PPe 142-144 Christian idees of equalitarianism clash,agg;nqﬁg@ggditionalf
el oo el 80cial/fa;1g£bgsmdistinptibna.h?&lso,thb”ldé&“df“a“totem
braan o Lo (1nwthisﬂcasag;a:pythbn)oismdisau896d.
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errant (westsrnized) eon s hie wctivitiss affect "the family
ancestors," 5
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S Ppe 26«29 The annual "Week of Peace" 1s a religious ceremony:

B b thmuenD aefst o ctieny dunding which time notone-is:to.be:beaten in a.family;
[ no work is done and other day-to-day sorts of activities
are suspended - as if society were catching its:breath.
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’ | fﬂéwcléaf‘implicatibniAﬁﬁmufhﬁs%ﬁéseageabdut ancéstob
. worship is that women had a special, and subordinate,

i trpogition in the cultubee: s -

oy

2o Alukoy: Te Me.1,0ne, Maing Ong Wifes . Londons HeﬁﬂemenMHEduéationﬁﬁwﬂﬁﬂksliLtdO»
- 1969, R R T A RS SEL TS RPN SIS ST | S

el
- PRI

L

x:wuwaﬁeiigioueifdlk}taiaﬁ:ana;empldyadato teach .children the

- social norms of the group to-which they belonge A tale
concerning the sccial expectations surrounding marriage
is fully related in these pages. | o
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4 ¢ - The conflict and resolution which result when Christian

uﬂs«%? ibelisﬁawmaetgtnadiﬁiqnﬁl.Yo:Mbafrsligibus beliefs ere
highlightad-in~this‘passage,,‘ SR

.

{Jﬂmthnae;bﬁuthesnemgnairgionueMCh:;Etianity. A broad
o attack ontraditional culture: 1 s:suggested as .logj,cally

“ﬁaeraditiqnal?axplgnatiohsQofwdieaété: ere placed’against
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Religious Roles | AP T O
'Ppe 144=146 A Yoruba nriset of the "old" peligioniprd

, iheoizee. thet tie
e lelee ofe eurtent ewellpo ‘epideémic is the présence of a
e i S Cheigtian nissionery in the'srees "Propheecy" as here
fuin L idggerdbed ‘seems eimiler "tdrthe self=fulfilling prophesy
offered sy soefologieteeri: wiwunp .
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A specifi example oF a may in which & peran~~1mfpaases
;upan a‘phildﬁggg*"neality" .of-ancastors iniﬁvamyday;life,
eibhene,. 1syalaq deseribed ‘ong-0f.the functions of anceator

worship 1n the raisxng o?wa qhildu‘ o

AN HUgheB,iLangston ‘(ede) s
?IndianaﬂUniversﬁtyAPress, 1963.

UllimBeier%» * “:i? 1ist' 4in an; lanqnage;‘tfanslates
for-the: readeriaibrief bit bf Pelk wisdom passed down
orally through tima 4n Yorubaland, Nigerias It concludes

B

that‘“Thefe*is nu Gud lika one'@“throato We havé to-

‘»?:Bleakér.VSdnia«:'Thf Aﬁh t,' _Gheca.

*!fgﬂ

w«,

Bowdich; an eérly Eufdbean axplorer describes the Golden
Stonl of the Ashanti and - the heliefs asmgpiatad%hithg;

Disbusaidﬁ szoldameoolunf’‘Ashanti.j " >
3#Thewnn11t1ca1pfunct1on £: thei Golriam Stﬂolféﬁ“%helﬁshanti7
S

1s briefly discussad 1n this passagea~t_~ s

xths”'

This brief passags deecrihes the sacred groMﬁﬁ“.-- S
i jbﬁbied in comméMMbnation of; |

5] %ia fSOmatimés”abpear., There ara many
«JEase 1ocated all over tha |
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o temporary and'effadiive‘




'“} 6;: Coutbn;‘wiliiam}’“Thafﬁldﬁdfihfthe Weshbasin." in Komay, E.A. and E. Mphahlele
. (ed'e.). Modern African Stidies. London: Fabsr, 1966,
. Secred Beliefs_ .
. - Ppe 60=67 -

This is a short story which depicts the powsr of a "curse"
~ 'upon a highly Westernized African. o
7. Cudjos, S. Da "Reincarnation." in Reed) Je and Co Wake (ed's.). A _Baok of

. Africap Verse. Hq;namaqn Educgtionallsana, Ltdgﬁ'ﬂ967. - ,

pe 19 - = ‘“*,*%VA"brIéf“pﬂam“leéviﬂg”the reader with m glimpse of the
L depth of feeling associated with ancestor worship in Africe.

7(i wB;"Diop;?Bitagna“”ViatiéUm“*dndQFBrea%hi““iﬁ‘Rééﬂu Jo and Co Wake (ed*s) A_Bopk
. of African Versa. Heinemann Educational Books, Ltde, 1957,
 Femlly L o . o
PP e 23m25 v e Tio brlef poems by this Senegalise author, in which the. '
I reader vicariously expsriences the profound "closeness" of
. the ancestors to a traditional African family‘axpanienca.

Feldnan, Susan(eds). Africen Myths and Tales. New York: Dell Publishing
~ Company, Inc., 1963,

P 112=113 - . Three variatlons of the "slesp test" motif commonly Pound
CoEE i v in-African religious mythe are related (Lunda, Ngala, and

~ lLuba cultures). Each myth is concerned with an explanation
© oo of 'the ordigin of death, L

. Politteal

Af'“”Ihaféuthaf'é*iﬁtrbductidﬁVgénafaiizas abddﬁ’ﬁﬁexréiationahip
' . betwesn a develcped polytheism and an elaborately
hierarchical organization'of the state.

:ﬁf?ﬁff §S§2§f.E§l§§ Yh;. The article reveals the day-to~day activities of a modern-
.. dey uitch doctor at work in Rhodesia. R

r8kovits, Melville Je lhe Hi _Fagtor e New Yorks
‘Mfred A Knopf, 1967, % . .

2agrad, T - | L
" ppe 295 ;Bellef-in maglc end the efficacy of traditional medicines
R '~ 1s deseribed here as "one of the most persistently and
‘ | o ~ widespread traditions in the African urban scene." .
U pe 211 ~ An anthropologist (Bascom) discusses the effect of the
i e e g guholesale rejection of all Afivican belief as worthleeseee
o o fehich/ weeken/sg/. the’ moral foundations on which African
- soclal structure was reared." Particularly deplored here
~was the missionary opposition to the swearing of ocaths,
- uhich constituted a central feature of socletal control
"o - ‘'emong the Anang people of south-eastern Nigeria,

rrrrr




: ”f'An’unaympathetic'African viow;ofﬁthe arrivallof a modern-
day Nigerian prophet. | | s S

anhnson,
Hardcover.

Johnemnhdeacribas the reiigious ritual’connécted with
the salectiun and coronation of the Alafin - th”vvp:uba

New York: Doubleday and Co., I"c.,ﬂ1957. _j#n.r"“:

‘.evants (an aclipaenbare aesociated with witchcraft, |
“;;yaa is illnaas according tn this exaarpt from Kayira'e noVal,,};

"pp. 24537- 39-dﬂ, A quawrel betmeen two men- bacomes enlarged into*a charga S
e y i Ipﬂ wifchcraft...An intereating discmssion aF how such € |

ha ceremonias which pxacede
.and" which enlarge the meaning
a significant rita mf paesage




‘4,j]¢- pp. 92m113 Ths entirs chapter reglates the ceremonies which preceds
 ‘*,j‘(Chaptsr VmII) - and accompany circimgision in a traditicnal African pultures

op's’ 154 " ﬁfi ]A snaks is the "guiwingéSpirjt"’of our Family and raca.
o "‘sxp]a*"“: fathsr tu his small son.

G o
R BRI |

Family totsms are discussed - but tha passage eopecially
'#kdetalls the "SpSClal powsrs" nf a mother in tha wondering
N “fbf her child.isj e

s :¥f’fpriL1&§l15}" One sees the ceremonies surrounding the preparations Por
PRITIOL R flsaving ‘home: tu attsnd a:-boarding schoola

.5Eéuﬁmwigs'p ‘ R

‘ pp. 23-32 o Ths ruligiuus aspects of gold working.

""ifq]v 1

v??@@;pp. 125;126u;;i¢leohammsdan bslisfs are made evident as rsvaalsd in the
i A ,?V”“**fdaily lifs and personal characisr of one individual,.

,'-“Laye.?’ Camera. "The N:I.ght of the Lione.? in Nolan, B, (m.)o mm
*»fu Nam quks E. Ps Dutton and Co., 1967e‘ ,

E.‘.{

‘ff?%é_ln this aection, the author rslatss his autobiagsaphieal

- account of the ceremonies marking the stage in his life

<2t when-he ‘wae to  join the mysterious: ”smciety of the
,,nun:l.nit:latsd.m Ll

?ffﬂLystad, Robart Ae "The Amurican and the African: A Comperiscn of Images." 4n

. ~Backgreund Buok, Africa and the u t fSt'tus:,L_ggggmgnd__gglisigg Boston,
o ﬁ mass.s UNESCD, 1969. e ‘_

',}i‘ RN £ ',-;;..;;,.;v D

}A highly ussful romparison uf bauic valus prsmisem in
Africa und the United States. Especially reveals the
;‘signifiuantly greater religious orientation of Afmioano

«fﬂw*whsn compared to psnple in thw Unitsd Ststss. 1

9, -Mbitd, thn.yﬂuenya Bur Nnthsrland.” in Dkala, Lu (wd.). Q;um_ﬂggt, Nsirobt,
; *yuKenyas Ths East African Publishing Hmuse, 1967»'» |

. ul ." ro ;gspuﬁqﬁ‘~m»~wi'*~~\=x i |

‘»;j;-upp.:77d78;~30.”" A postic expression of ths prasuned relationship betwean
T ﬂf'-n' ~the feafiures of the land and uikuyu belisfs about Ngal «

thsir suprems dsity. | s; o i T

"’*uMunonys, John. Th@__nlz_Jm;. Lcndons Heinemann-tduuational Books, Lhﬂ.. 1966,

pp.1137~143;k, '”Ths authur rslatse his fictiomal acﬂmunt of th» ritual
Foonessan oy eddo which ‘aiscompanies ‘the- ‘exorcismn of cieease ~ e’ .her of the
:;“mind ur Df the spimit - byuan Aﬁwican Priest-Doctor.

8r
Fe SRR L
[ I

uppsi;;Zﬁliﬂ An Afritan prisstadoctar prosveihes for an 111nass; the
CT bslisfs which elifitkinid the* prﬂébﬂly-&oia and dhich  Lipert

efficacy to thsse prescriptlams ure. hema described and
sxplainnd. LT ~




; . Sacred Objects
. | ppe 102-103
| Conflict
:  PPRe 73«77
% - AR o
[ ;o Sacred Beliefs
| Pe 4 !
¢ ey
! o
L pe 30
- Saecred Ritual
- pe 38

210

Sagred Shrines

pp. 92-93 e,

e

22,
B Press, 1956.

Nettl, Bruno. Music in ﬂrimitivg Cg! ggg

12
éeiiefs 1n}chérma;

An APrican convert o Christianity ccnfronts, and degrades,
traditional religious beliefs and customs in his attempt

to _gain more Christian converts.

4
8

A smmllbok epidémic is in prbgbess and traditional‘deliefs
about this disemse are made evident in this brief passages

An individual discusees her "chi." or quardian spirit.

L

A brief passage disclosing the practive of the excrcism of
malevelent spirits.

Mutiga, Joe G. "To a Sacred Grove." in Okola, L. (ed.), Emgm__ggg Nairobi,
= - ; Kenyas The East African’ Publishing House. 1967. O S

A poem which attempts to give the reacer the £ ngs
assomiated with the sacrad Gikuyu groves ded&cated to/Ngai.

Cambridge, Masisio ¢ Harvard University

-Sacred; Ritual ,~;~f\‘

5 pp. 6=73 19

:23.' Ngui, James.

1965, s

Ehapters 4-5)# .
6-24)
. won, . Diseussed-in. these ehaptars are the Sacred Groves the.

(ppe 1

ot i
R R I

rkﬂifééfdéwpdssagé

pp. 52-55

. Ppe 13-15

~The religious aspects of MFrican musimu",A ” 't"

The_ River Batwaen. Londmn. Heinamann Educalhonal Books. Ltde,

]In‘theéé‘chaptéfﬁg ﬁaiyékig the hero of the narrative, is

taught the ways of the Gikuyu tribe by his father, Chege.

legsnd of .male supremacy; legends of ‘Gikuyu and Mumbi = the
Father and Mother of Gikuyus; legend of the witch doctor

who prophasizad Gikuyu futurs.

e, ) -
' BT R

The circumcision rita 28 it ie e%panianceq,in Gikuyuland. |

o TR v ke BTl LR T RAAARAT ". ‘-:’:f{.f'i":g. A PR
L [ | LN ‘../ :l . ‘ o
Y RN .”Hy'“ f"l..’ Tl e

, ﬁfépafations,fn£ thé;circuméiﬁaan rits dfﬁpaséaéé’in
.- Gikuyuland is .preceded by.a "sucond birth."
practices of this event are described.

The ritual '
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. 2.

Lonflict
Ppe 26=313

44473 63=65

‘p. 79.'

P 3$¥361’1e1

__q_g_ml Class
pp. ( 9 .

EEELSLiEE
PPRe 2=

Amge_m;.ﬂs;ss.
. Pe 12 '

| _ggggg R;tua;

19664

».13 Mared _g_ .
- PPe 3=5

Birth I

- The religious aspects of human birth - especially as it
S ;;concerns ahcestor worehip. ;~‘

fff‘pp. 32-39,

'C ;'§E°ng 1gssf
ppe 6=7

k‘Sagrgd Roles

PP 12"'14«.. R

Seerad R%tual
; pp. { L R

R S R 1 M g i s s e e T R AT

13

. Trouble rmsults in.a family when Christiane label circum=
‘- cision as "berbaric" although as a rite of passage it is
”central to traditional Gikuyu culture.‘

] The conflﬂct between the new Christian education in schools

and the "old" Gikuyu sociml structure is highlighted = es=
pecially mentioned is the attack on circumcision, a rite
central to Gikuyu culturees = (

The white (and Christian) ys. the African framg=of-

‘reference is represented in the thoughts of a converted
- gikuyu Ch:istian dnd minister.

- The soctal status of Gikuyu religious elders is described.

The Gikuyu myth whish ties together the land, people, and
their religion is described in this passage. The coming
ef the whiie mar. is also prnphecized here.

Gikuyu mytu - giants sf the tsihe of the distant pasi -
serve as rmle models for Gikuytlyouth.

Dgot. Grace A. "The Rain Came." 1n Komey, Ee As and E. Mphahlele (ed's.)
: MQdern_AFric‘n St“ |

88e London: Faber, 1966.

A brief but poignant story revealing the rationale by
- which human beings were sometimes sacnificed to the duties
in Luo culture in East Africa. -

Selormey, F. The Naﬁrow Pgth. n Africgn Cb;lghgog. New ank F. A. Praeger,

Traditions are broken as two young Africans ‘enter into
- marriage in an unconventional manner ("boy-meets-girl")
«  and the marriage takes place in a Roman Catholic Church.

Religious nspects ere not discussed = it is implied that

‘whatever . they may be, these are simply ignored by tha
~~:écouple.'f a

'ﬁeiiéioﬁwisuineekedfﬁe ensure‘a successful fishing seaeon.

~An African’ priest "brings back to 1ife" a young child
>“hover1ng near - death. o

This passage discusses the purification ceremonies a young

St boy. undergoes in treditiunal approaches to illness tn hie
',‘5»family. ST S L v

- prinmimm - -
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Sacred Rolas | o
~s,» Chepter 10 . An excellent passage which reveals to the reader traditional
.. (ppe B997) ..  Ghanaiaen ettituded towerds witchcraft and. "proven" witches.

26. Turnbull, Colfﬁlm;'Tr : fibn’ nd Ch ‘elinH pd o bal Life. New York: ﬁ

e The World Publishing Coe., 19664 .- .

ppe 57=088" While little attention -is given in this passage about the

o relationship of religinmn to education in African traditional
culture, it is included in this annotetion as an excellent
"general" description of traditional education in Africae.

, Marriage * T
Y PPe 139=154 . . .. A general section. relating comperative marriage practices
’ among Africen cultures with occasional references to the
religious espaects of marriags. PR

pe 39 ,“ "f;ALbﬁieﬁﬁdéSpﬁibtionf(l»pafagraph) whick: ,

describes the general function of tie African family in
traditional culutres. SR ST

PPe 48«57 Turnbull generalizes about the rituals assoclated with
o _human,bipth,in«African,cultunesﬁand"speCIficalkj?bbmparbs
naming practices among the Yoruba, Masai, .Bushman and
Ba Ganda. - - ' ’

,f;‘pn;ffbgj?fwf§;p fBirtH pi£da1swféll§Qed by‘Nbut; (Pygmy)4§é$ﬁie%éfé“relaﬁad.

- Rites of Passage | | | | |
.- PPe 99=118 = Turnbull generalizes about traditione ef initiatioh end
- circumcision = being "reborn" ~ in comparative Africen
cultures (Ba Mbuti, Masai, Bushmen, Ba Bira).

- PPe 1855-210, . .  Turnbull discusses the role of the elders - religious and
B T secular. = in traditional African cultures.

 PPe 253-260 Effect of intrusion of Western customs and law on tradi-
R ~ tional African beliefs and bshavior described. ‘

. Enviropment. = ..., . o R
. ppe 65467 The close relatiopships betwsen the forest, the economic
R way of 1life and Mbuti (Pygmy) religion is compared with
the attitude of non-forest people toward the forest - (as
RN 90'"9‘5911“9 B\l,il) LR Lo Sy o

Economics | ‘ R e
PPe 80=93 - .- The religlous aspects of the "smithy" role is compared ‘ 4
‘ among African cultures (Ba Bira and Masai). i

-~ Political s e
. PPe 170=173 . .. The way in which religior. sacerdotalizes political institu=
P . tions in African culturez is explored in this excerpt.
The example used here is the divine kingship concept as
represented by the Ashanti people of Ghana.
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Secred Beliefs

p. 188 The pervasiveness of traditional African beliefs about
| "power" is discussed in this brief excerpt.

Social C |

ppe 158»163 The religious functions of the control of social behavior =
| deviance -~ are here explainede Included among these means,
it is expleined, are divinations and masks.,

27, Turnbullw Colin M. "The Way of the Ancesters." in Nolen, Be. (ed.). ca_is
Paoglg, New York: Es P, Dutton and Co., 1967,

Family :
ppe 67=68 A brief but lucid explanation of the number of points at :
a | which ancestor worship touches upon the lives of traditional
Africans, :

Soecial Control ‘
PPe 69-74 | An exaellent section in which divination and other African

methods of handling social deviation is made undarstandabla
for the Western reader.
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The &angqage we use 1swnpt¢neutqal,%ﬂwhentgtudgnta use "religion," for example,
- they:.mesn: very) specifmg‘andxpulture~bouudj$n§ggp“«psBunday school, ministers, Bar
+ g M1tzvah. nqgs*ﬁcrucifixes, cathedrals, and sermons, among others. The primary

- objective..of..this unit is to gxpand this rather narrow concept of religion through
‘: an inquiry into treditional African religions = chiefly that of the Yoruba people
- of Western:Nigeriae. This unit, will require stydenta to identify the features. of

- s d Te}iaipnMA§qthey have experipnced, ib;ﬁn thpin own. cylture and to apply these features ;
5 to the atudy of traditional African expanienpe, Ihgkqnit is also designed to |
: encourage students to make further, more detailed. inquiry into the nature of 1

- religion - how, for exampls,, a. religian may. ! or may. not help pull together the. -

= ,various aarts of a culture inio a smog§ ly funetiongpnghole, :

 ’ The major objectives of this unit are: f

‘}; le To know basic features of traditional African religion ?
7{ 2. To develop a more inclusive, less culture-bound concept of religion i
. 3. To stimulate a more detailed inquiry into how a religion functions 5
g in society !
i : | !
g 4. To develop and refine the skills of intellectual inquiry. [

) i

'f  ?_ Activity Purpose ____Materials |
! R To distinguish between the Picture cards

. 3 S sacred and the secular in

B ‘everyday life
;f 2 | To classify religion into specific Picture cards
2 : ~ features and to test the classifi= Readings |

. cation against traditional ' * ¥
4 | African raligious expsriamces .
w 3 ' To 1ntroduce students to the wide 5l1ide~tape g

| | . spectrum of religious behavior in | ]
Africa and to motivate students to .
further 1nquiry about African 4
religion
4 e - To dévalop'hypotheées about | Evidence cards %
~ traditional Yoruba raligion ‘ ' 1
5 | To develop conclusions about the Readings

nature of Yoruba religion and to
apply these conclusions to new data

6 To develop criteria for the analysis Reeding
of written materials and to intro-
duce students to the relationship of
religious data to historical
1nvest1gation o

1
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F ACTIVITY.A. - i
%' 'A) Introductions This activity is concerned“ﬁith“mofivﬁfing sbudants to‘f

o | inquire about the naturs of religious experiences.: It is:especially
u designed to assist students to develop criteria for dmstingutshing

- between espects of the social world which:ere ‘sacred: (religicus)

j end those which are secular (nOn-religious);f'~ Lrhen: gl B
; The specifie objectives of thie activity are:"- e |
f To introduce atudents to a study of religion 1n soqiety.*ﬁ~
;. To develop skills in making 1n?brences fnom data“taken

5 from the social morld. Eaen (LRI

f - B) M ls: 5 sets of picture-cards;

& e 5 large manila envelopeas

- 1l teacher tally sheet |

. S student tally sheets

?{ ) Teaching Strateqy: E

1) Asic: WHAT IS RELIGION? Make .
a list on ths board of the varie
ous features oi' religion suggestediﬁ‘f\
by students. As you do so, Y5 RS (-1 K -
distinguish between the various . |- %l
parts of religion and the ‘ehy W PO,
feslings which may bs expressed Sunday School .
about the worth of reliqion. .o ~ ministers ’

& A God e R GRS B

Hl’?“;;«

R i AR L
T SLC Y Dtherlcomméhte may ba
b SHERY fron eyl : » ;
s e , "Bahind the times.”* .
s "Nesded more than ever."
‘ ; ces _— N
P R 2‘;’ i ot 4
2) ‘ B - shenait EEE
a) Divide the class into 5 groups. Wil -
Distributs one set of picture; )

cards to each group and one
student tally sheete. Suggest
that each group appoint one
member to keep a record of
each group's activities,

b) Direct the groups to divide
the gards into two piles: ope
ahich represents religion and:
one :for cards which sppear

ted to reliaion.




3) Have the group recorders reporte’ f.. .o ;
For each card, ask: HOW MANY .
PLACED THIS CARD IN THE RELIGIOUS | :
PILE? “iCount. theihands of ' the . | - . ... . ¢ R IR B TR TR I

. studenterscorders:and tecord . . i} s L
‘theinumbers in the @ppropriate | . ot daroe ol
spacesi:on your tally sheete::- =i | <1, s
Continue until all cards have @ :.}:: S
besn satisfactorily tallied in
this manner, S A TR

4)3“1 NI SRR VO TE I SRR
a) Tell the groups we will
naccepl any. 4=l difference .- | -
in classifying the pictures B P I SR & SR
g as "virtual® agreement and
will gonsider gnly those 3=2, .f. ¢ .+ . . .
z 2-3 combinations as constitute |
ing disagreement between ths
groups. O SR I U B RO TGS

T

b) Select one of the picture=
carde over which there was
disagresment., Find a group
which placed it in the )
religious category and asks C L ayandnate g bdun

"RELIGIOUS? 'Encourage other :
groups to ‘question the reli- R D 0 L FEEE SN 1
glous criteria which emerge = | .- .. - ¢ o :

~anﬂdmﬁQﬁﬁffﬁnﬁthgirpown[criteriaqwr-p;»~ R N A S T BTN A

Continue, this until all picture- .
g cards which evoked a difference | . . i e e

E of opinion have been satise L S AL R btk b
factorily discusseds - .. B A O T R S B St N AT i

UGS REI A I & P R B SR R L T O S T A S
5) Make a list of the reasons R typical list might include
- which distinguish the.religious "religiousness"”
gl ian Lo fnom the -mon-religlous: in-soeial Less common and everyday
§ "~ 1ife on the board as they are Having to do with supernatural ;
disgueseds ., * .. a0 \ Having feelings of awe : g

6) Asic: WHAT IS RELIGION? Have | "Religion isees."
the students enter this state- ‘ ,
ment in their notebooks. , AL e T R e e s an;wﬁi i

7) Tell the groups that we will
continue this activity tomorrow. . T SN D TE R SERU
Allow the groups time to consider SRR I R S TS
the previous discussion and to T S N SR :
derive one final set of cards SRR T S LTI AT P
which they can agree to be 5 " i
religious, Distributse the large | A L S X
| manila envelopess As you do o, {: . it o 1
i tell the groups to clearly ident Wl e e e ety !
] sach snvelope as yours and place SR e e et
your religious set of cards in | IS ORI B R S PRLIR T
these envelopes. L




8) Collect the nori-religious; setiH
-pictura cerds and the snvelopes

containing the religious sst of S

cards. ‘ E S

Mgt
L 28

TEACHER TALLY SHEET - Activity 1 st e conhe
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- (#4) -
” (#5) W 49
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10.
11.
12,
13,
14,

15,

g ( o
PRI . - R A R R
R PR R IR

Picture Cards "' Acti"ity [_l' LR A i Lt

P,

Prisst leading protest rally o R
"Hippy" wearing wooden cross

Football players praying in locker rcom

.Store«front church Dowibuiled o U T )

Religious graffitti on wallH‘

"Jesus Saves" naon sign . L e Ce y
Black minister.preaching sermon o
R crowd of people ‘ o

Hands, in attitude of prayer

VAl e A st

Biblical scene from Sistine Chapel |

Crucifix in church altar - v

G TR W P

1Y

Religious statue on dashboérd of car L

Handshake o
Statue of John Kennedy By
Pastoral scene e N

P

a5




o the growp recorders
 hen your ‘group hes Pinished sorting the picturescerds into the tuo

~ piles, urife the pusbers of sech card in sach pila in the corresponding

- When ell of the groups report how they sorted the cards, keep @ bally
(score) of the

duares, below. You will find the numbers on the back of each cerds

number: of times sach card is placed into each categorys

... Noneraliofous

T,
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MIVITY 2 ‘:‘:‘;’v* -
A) Introduction: Activity twc is @ continuation nf actiwity one and ia
especially concerned with having students classify the religious
experience into a number of parts or into Featqua{o?dreiigiqq.
The Specific objectivas ares - |
- To mote similarities and dif?erences umong data. L

To arranga data into catagories which mre at once f
,;Gomnrehensiva yet clearly definad.v | ;

To generaliza about religion. 5 | o
To test a generalization againat additional data.
To collect data from readings.ﬂ*~»n~  * i,inif« jZ&’»:~~'

B) Materials: 5 sets of picture cards in anelopes

Readings "Three Raligious Experiancea" oo
Data rscord sheet o

Study Guide " o ;i ;\»; : ;{,;'
€) Isaching Strat ,

1) Ask: WHAT IS THE HYPOTHESIS "Religion iSeess"
WE ARE LOOKING AT? Have student R R L A R
refer to their notebooks and T T
the statement last recorded COUERL L
there. Write this on ths. o ‘
board. .

2) Arrange the class intd the same | B I

" groups es in Activity one. » R
Distribute the emvelopes con- | Lot e R e e
taining their set of religious | '
cards. Direct the groups to
divide this set of gards into
further categcrigs which
gggresgn the various Features
0 rgligj‘on.

3)

@) Heve the groups report the
numbers of the cards in each
of the separate categories
they have identified. UWrite
these numbers on the board.




&)

8

i

b) Ask: HOW CAN WE GROUP THESE .|

NUMBERS SO THAT WE HAVE ONE SET
OF RELIGIOUS CATEGORIES? Have

P adibdidiieana e antie e B SRS

-the students ‘derive :ore élassi«{ . -

flcation scheme by grouping ' -

eimilaritiss and differsnces in| -

thg lists on the bhoard.

4) Have the groups identify the name

of each category. Tell them to | -

refer to the picture cards listed
on the board and ask: WHAT NAME

SHALL WE ASSIGN TO THIS CATEGORY |

OF RELIGION? Repsat this proe
cedure until each category of - °
cards has been satisfactorily
assigned a names .. - v ot i

A typiqal classification may be:

Rituals

! Beliefs '
Places of worship
Symbols

"

Direct the students' attention to the| - -

sarlier hypotheses about religion.
Asks HOW HAS OUR DEFINITION OF
RELIGION CHANGED? Have students ente
their new definitions into their. . .
fwtebooks. They will serve as
hypothesee to toet amgeinst the readey

i4hg  ©8signed for tonight.

&

Collect the ﬁictt;rancards fl‘Omaach }

Tell the students ‘that tonight's
reading assignment will provids an
opportunity to check cur definition

of religion ageinst some additional

data. Complets the study guids for
tomorrow. List the features or main

categories of religion arrived at
today on the study guide, Read

PPe 1=5 in the Student Readings.

il
.

B 2 R
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e STUDY GUIDE
L ‘Activity 2

i

As you read fhe ihrsa case sﬁhdiés on ppe

each feature listed, write a feu words to describe th

' ad,y » ) the g
group's religion which 1llustretes that :
;Wbich 2o not Fit ényﬁo? - classffic:tigsature. ;List, below, thqse;experiences

7

*
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- .
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i ﬂ
) 4
® 13
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& 5
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i
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5
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1
4
b

+
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of your booklet, look

for examples of the features of religion derived in cglass today. Beside

pacific part iof each

4
w ~unnv:L“r‘.‘«.
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CACTIVITYS, po

" A) Introduction: Activity thred 144 brief introduetion to the broad sweep

of the relidious experisence in Africa.

encourage students to raise questions about African religion - which‘

It is especially designed to

we will try to answser in the eubsequent activities.M ‘

N The specific objectives of this actjuity arer T
8 To know,thet the people eF Africe south of the Sahera LT
g have a variety of religious experiences. IR ﬁf -
é To test an hypothesie against new data.‘l‘Qf \“&; L:‘kd t :
) To motivats’ studente {o Fbrther inquiry ebout African f?f?i o E
- religions. | 5i,_ b e et Y ;
! 8) Maperiple: Slide-taps: "The African Religious Experiepga."ﬁQZfﬁg_jfff]f . 2
) ) Isaching Strataay: L sy &
¥ 1) Ask: HOW DID OUR DEFINITION' oF e
; RELIGION HOLD UP AFTER LAST v
N NIGHT'S READING? Have students t
‘ refer to specific features in ;) e
the readings which seemed to . e ]
support their definition. e i
2) Ask: WHAT NEW FEATURES OF RELIGION |°' ) - 3
DID YOU DISCOVER? Have students . . "
record any new characteristics oﬁ“wm;ﬁ e ! N i )
religion on their data record '’ " . . "
sheets along with the specific | I e P mw
3) Tell the students we gre going ta | N § f;. ;%“ o o fﬁ?w” )
gan g glide-tape which is .- e ) s )
cancernad with the Africep reliaious { ke i St o RE
experience. As you ylew it, look fat G olewien JET
fnor examples of African religions 2 I § R e
uhich gggggggggg with ouridefiniq 1o st |
ton. | T S
4) Show the slide=tape. RO e 8 1
a) Ask: WHAT FEATURES OF RELIGION ‘
IN AFRICA DID YOU NOTE? . o e

b) Ask: HHAT QUESTIONS OCCURRED TO -~
YOU ABOUT AFRICAN RELIGION AS
YOU SAW AND HEARD THE SLIDE«
TAPE? o

6) Tell the class that we will look: -
more clossely at one African religion
to see if we can answer some of ;
these questions. 9~




~~+ RELIGION"I

Rl ‘
CLEA i RIML Y g kP
W L S R

st Yoy ST WPV py 3 . o
R S A AT S T G

",, o ey ""‘"\‘s b o ;lp( o ’f,..{‘y‘;!;m‘ . PR
s Ancestor cult mesk (Yorute, Dahomey)

2. Female=~ancestor mask (mbOngﬁg,f'Cﬁhgo) '

3« Mythical Buck (Bembara, Mali) .

N“AFRICA : .

N A S AR I .

R cox N
. EE

4¢ Evil spirit mask (Maconde, Mozambique)
S¢ Mask of Paro society (Sierra.Leong) .

0 i(Slidentepe » Ackivity 3). . ..

g

. ----nf——‘w"l' -

6. Bronze figure of Olokun or Sea God (Yoruba oahomey) o

7e Ancestor effigy (Cohgo)
8. Clay sculpture of Gpddg§§‘ﬁ%g_(1pp!uw
9+ Mask of Ekpo society '(Ikoi’ Ni'getria)

e et o

s o

Nigeria) . |

10. Temple to. Shango,, God pf%storms,(Xpruba,wpahqmgy) s

1ll. Mt. Kenya, residence of 'God (Kikuyu,
12, Muslgm Mosque (Kano, Nigeria)

13. Forest scene (Mbuti, Congo) ,
14, Muslim Mosque (Néifd&i;‘Kénya)” o
15. Myths, from door on.royal palace (Yor
16. Wood panel, Nigerian myth (Yoruba)

Kenya) ~

uba, Nigeria)

17. _Mythical figures on wooden bowl (Yorube, Nigeria) -

18, Muslim Muezzin calling the faithful to pr

19. Witch doctor

20. Fetish priest (Ashanti, Ghana)

21, Babalawo (Priest) (Yoruts, Nigeria)
22. Kuduo ceremonial box (Ashanti, Ghana)
23. Sacred Stool (Ashanti, Ghana)

24. Koran '

1
vyt

. ;
' N R
LS A D I AL

25. Sacred headdress of King (Yorube, Dahomey).

26 Muslims at prayer” (Rano)  Nigeria)
27, Divining tablets (Bushmen) :

RN R
Sy

28, Symbolic ritual sword (Ashanti, Ghana)

29. Ritual dance :
30. Shango thuriderax (Yoruba, Nigeria)

3le Picture cloth, rituals to expel evil épirité'(Vofubé;“ﬁaﬁ

32 !Kung witch doctor ritual (Bushmen)
33« Kall'u ceremony (Mech'a Calla)
34s Kindu temple (Kampola, Uganda)

35. Coptic church (Ethiopia) CAREI

36¢ Coptic priest (Ethiopia)

37. Religious treasures (Ethiopia)

38. Church carved from rock (Lalibella, E
39. Burial ground -
40. Shango thunderstone

Sound: Missa Luba : "Kyrie Eleison" :

" [ . - ¥ v‘ N ' ' ‘ P
D T r . N IR e
N SR YA . v [N o Sy ) B
hiopia. s el N T el

10

ayer (Haus, Nig
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ACTIVITY 4

A) Introduction: Activity four introduces students to the in-depth study of
the religion of the Yoruba poople of Nigeria. Its purpose is %o
expand student knowledge of religion at a descriptive level only. 4
It is also designed to introduce students to some of the varieties '
of evidence social scientists use other than weitten sources, -

The specific objectives of this activity are:

To have students work together cooperatively in a group.

To hypothesize about Yoruba religion,

!

- To collect data from definitions, oral traditions, and sayings, E

To test hypotheses against data. o
B) Materials: 2 sets of evidence cards

£) Teaching Strategy:

T o e . T
P s N S AT, R Ry
i 3 R =

1) Ask: WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT Students should have collected
YORUBA RELIGION SO FAR? Direct i the following data:
students to refer to the data !
collected from the readings and They have gads, priests, rituals,
to report the data found there, songs, dances, objects,
Tell students to fill in their Do's and don'ts (a code).

individual data record sheets with |

any information they might have
missed, ;

2) Say: LET'S SEE WHAT ELSF WE CAN
FIND OUT,

a) Divide the class into & Qroups. 3
Distribute to each group one “
set of evidence cards. (Note:
3 groups receive set A; 3
groups receive set B,.) !

b) Tell the studsnts that sach f

group will have ths remainder . -

of the clasg period to meks a §
ist of the features of ‘

Yoruba reliaion which emer ge
from this data., Each group

will report its conclusions

tomorrow.

e e -~ - P

4) At the end of the class period,
collect each set of svidence cards, !

f

i1




~ ORALTRADITION - T M
| Sometims in the past, the divinities meds a plot-against Olodumar3. =
i  The Gods,’ it appears, did not care for the idea that He was the most powerful
§ . » of-thawGOHs?éndwthétUHé*SHOUld’ﬁhva‘control*oV@fiall“ofthémo’\Tﬁéy'were really -
Jealous and wishked this powsr’ for ‘themselves. - So, they appeared before Him' =
end ineisted ‘that He should step down from His position of authority and let
| I them experiment with the affairs oﬁ“tﬁe"earthg w1thopt*Hiévinte:férénca,»For~ R
i & pariod:of"sixtéenﬂyears;"»EvehfﬁhbugH€UlodUméf§=kn@w‘thatéthéykwequFbolish,.'
B o HeIneventheleasaagveedvto their demands = only ‘He would let them attempt an
easier trial than that which they had proposed. Instead of a sixteen ysar
trial, why not tby it for sixtesn days? To this -they @1l quickly agreed, so
certain,werefthéy;oﬁ*their7cdlléc%£ve?ab111t1bs;*?Cheerfully;ﬂthay left the
. presence of OlodumarB'to;taka‘up'thair new responsibilities, - No sooner had
~ they left, howsver, than did Olodumar® switch off the machinery of the universs
and brought everything to a standstill. Before eight days had passed, the
- divinities had discovered themselves to be in deep trouble and were faced with
e situation of total confusion. Although they devised every means they could
- think of to kesp. things going, they rspeatedly failed. The heavens withheld

J  DERINITION R . A2
o .OL;UDU - Samebne who is the supreme beings one who possesses the sceptre
S - of authority; one who is superlative in greatness, size, quality,
| ~ and worth, -
MA§E = The qué11t1es of stability, permanency and reliability.

_?  50@:¢3: ’Adapted from Idbwu. Olodumaree ppe 33-35,

s N VS S-S a o~ s

T T Vet P L D S e IR PT SCTE BT ST SRS YR N B

- .ff}Theieafth1was once a watery and marehy wqgtemwithout~golid_ground,;wUp:,*«wu
.wk“ﬁ‘Qbova1%§§A#hQJSKYVhQQVPQﬁ¢th9 home .of .Olodumard with. the other divinities and

"»*fother’Béingé.ngh1q3@g%qry;Waaﬁewwas,tha;rﬁsporting,groundgadown,to:whichwthay.«;s

- oftsn descended, by means of spider wshs, in order to hunt and playe . .

- No'one knows why Olodumaré siecided: to create a solid earths Apparently,
~ one day, He simply called for a divine agept = Orisa=Nla,.or "Great God," and
~ charged him to gst ‘the job done.. Olodumars gave him @ snail shell Pilled with &
S ?°°$9j8§i1g}éffivé*3Q$QMhﬁﬁbQafP}Qﬁpﬂ;éhﬁgﬁehtahim&balow« T S
- .. OrisacNle ceme down to the watery wests, threw the loose eoil on'a stuftable
sita;*ghd’I@;ftﬁéﬂpiﬁé@Uféhd,théthgk;ddSa%tpyscatterwthis;3011'about until =
- the sarth was formeds —When snough of the. marsh. had been coverad, Orise-Nla
- went back and reported to Olodimare that the work had been accomplisheds =
- Olodumars sent out the chamelson to go down and inspect what had been done.
- From the first visit, tha%chame;aoh}tOkabmckrthe.:eport=that\a1though,the earth

f L

'?::“1was,1ndesd wide enough, it was’ not yet'sufficiently dry for further work. After
o the seeond visit, howsver, the chameleon was able to report that everything
- was just es it should bee¢ The sacred spot where the work by Orisa-Nla began




=\ra1n; rivers ceaaad to flow, yams Sprouted but'did not developc aars of gorn’
filled out but. did not: ripen, and the daily Pen 1ng f ‘the‘house .. the- Gnds
ceaseds. Surely. &he earth wae: about4to periahl \t. ti wi dy thi

~ had only ope.-coursea "left open to. them = go. back;and ‘admit pqlf_‘w

- Soy In ahama. ‘with heads. drooping, they returned to him and ‘confesset ti

 folly. They also:acknowlédged his absolute sovereignty and supremacy ‘overal
~and they pleaded ‘forHis merey..: The bensvolent. Father laughed : %wtheiw fooliéh,

- ness_and forgave. thems : Than. He: ewitched :on.again:the machinery:

f'and 1t 1mmedlatsly reaumad? nning. The divlﬂitiea went away-ainglng.

ﬁAdaptad fromgﬁ} Bolaji (Idcwu).  \“. ap ~ 5,; vs , R
M‘" LOHdOﬂS Longmana, Greﬁn aﬂd CDQ' L‘td'd. 19620

'f[féét apért ébr\the wonsh<

*7;satisf1ed that the work.hagsindaed beeﬂgd”’
) pl “ h ' .

'jfjdice ieuld glva:drink and 1te seed’ wguid fi it
him elso three other trees whichﬂmare full ofksap.jgu”‘
“the Whitewood, tha Dodo.  This: 186 t0 .

| " Juices would elso- give drinks The'

‘Vf'v 1n spreading the lﬁoae aarthﬂshould num 1ncrease




A=4
; ﬁ6ﬁ1§,Gle$an,is“wiseo“'

«“Sourcét ‘Idowue Olodumard. pe 4le

GRAL TRRDITION , A5

;gﬁ“ﬁf,“One‘day;}OIDdumarB Himself was very perplexed over a very important
matters All of the other divinities tried but failed to tell Him the reason
 ‘for His perplexitye. Only Orunmila succeeded in putting his finger on the
-'source of the trouble, and that was that Olodumaré needed on earth someons
~who should act as His dsputy - to whom the other divinities and men could
“tuen for counsel and guidance. There and then, Olodumare appointed Orunmila
:,;tg3ge the deputy and sirice then he has been the great consultant for all on
o earthe R .

'  ‘Sourcs: Idowu. Glodumars. Pe 7o

~ VORUBA PRAYER | | "=
~ "L'gju Olodumersl; L'oju Olofinls L'oju Olorunt®

j °(iﬁ'thékpreseﬁce of Olodumars! In the presencs of Olofin! In the presence

| Sourcézj Idowue. Dlodumagép Pe 376




~+ YORUBA SAYING - » o o A=7
"It is OlorUn,’the King, who pours down the rain in requler flow."

Source: - Idowu. Olodumarse pes 39.

- YGRUBA SAVING ‘ | | | | A=

"Easy. to do that which Dlodumafé pérforms, difficult to do that which Olorun
“enablss not,."

, Source: Idowus Olodumarde pe 4l

- ORAL TRADITIDN ' A=Y

¥The Head should be accorded His dus"

This is the oracle's chargs to the one thousand,
seven=hundred divinities .

Who must render annual tribute to Olodumars.

Source: Sacred Traditions (Odu Corpus)_at Ifs.
Idowu. Olodumard. pe 55




tofu OlodmeBl Llogu Olofints ogu Olorant®

(In the pravence of Olodunes3l In the presance of Olofinl In the presence
Cof Olorunt) o TR EREEE D TR AR e

ff ;Tf_;fSoﬁfée? fIﬁdWUQ E-}éﬁléjiéjglgﬁﬁmafgé’deﬁi ‘ '
~ lLondon: Longnans, Green and Co., Ltd., 1962, pe 37.

,L;Tﬂﬂbifloﬁi;ji5ﬁz;»ﬁlel:7} ;,1;'i€£*“fﬁatff° 45f57J RN
1i;n1dau@atalénd‘orﬁﬁmi1&1@é#sfaﬁtﬁwaikih§766¢¥da¥47fThé9~3uddenlyfeli into
PePLts from uhich, try as they would, they could not get out. They were

;wfor]days;,untllﬁthermOhkevV(EﬂU")fhaPf9"9d t°5disc°Vér'them there, He
and collected soms fruits uhich he threw to them. They ate, regained
Wfficlent strength to climb out. But, they wers hoth still so sheken by
heir experience thet they went and shut ‘themselves up in heaven-and no one
ould get them to come out, Edun, howsver, threatensd to spill the beans
bout}the'dis¢omfitunsﬂhe@hadifound.them41n?and5th6¥‘tﬁﬁﬂfh€3tilyemerged From
‘eir hiding place.” T T e e e -

*f"y?sébnﬁcé;fﬁeéﬁélawsf(Priest)?fscitétiahfag\rfs;,bfaéléfoffoivinationo
- inMgeria, From Sowandue "IFAS ppe 3435,

"Olodunerd wes in dire straightes Orunmila was in dive streights; Dlodunard
tbldfUrUnmilawtayoffar#éa¢rifices:DrunMilaﬁﬁaiﬂ~that*°1°d”ma’é’t°°'sh°UId
 eacrifice; each divined for the other; esch sacrificeds®




B : I

DEFINITION ‘ Bed

OLORUN = The ocwner of Heaven; the master of the masters of the
sacred mysteries of hsavens.

Sources Sowande, Fela. "IFA," a pamphlet by Fela Sownade, July, 1964,
Re 27,

DEFINITION : B=b

OL' ODU-OMO-ARE = The vast and mighty being, without father,
without mother, self-existent, selfeborn.

Soures: Sowandee "IFAL" p. 28,

DEFINITION ' Bwf
ELEDA = "Creator"

Source: Sowandse "IFA." p. 29.
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TR TRADTTION , . T "ﬂ "\ e
The oracle was consulted on behalf of the 16 major deities as to whsn
they were dus to come down to sarthe They inquired as to whether they would
be eble to stay on earths Thay were told to affer sacrifice. Efi-Ogbe was
the only one who did as he wes instructed. Ofun=meji was the first of the
deities to be sent down to the eerths He returned to heaven to report that 1t
was impossible to stay on serth, for it was all dark and one vest mass of
watere. Then, Olodumare gave EJi-Ogbe authority to set things right on earth.
EJi-Ogba and his foilowers arrived on earth and the very first thing that he

did was to command that there be light, end there was light. He then commandsd
that the water be divided into two = for ane part to go upwards and the other

half to go downwards and that the sky become visibles He alsc commanded the
water on the ground to let dry land appeare UWhen dry land began to appeer,

grass also began to grow and all kinds of animals began to make their appearances

according to the commands of Eji-Ogbse OfuneMeji had fully expected E ji~Ogbe
to return to heaven with the mission unaccomplished, but as time went on, and
he did not hear nor sas anything of Eji-Ogbe, he thought he would go down and

see what was happening. When he arrived on eaTthy he found Eji-Ogbe and his




tae .
ot Y\ i i e . }1

Bw7
followsers comfortably seatede Hs then ordered Eji-Ogbe to get up so that he,
Ofun-Meji, the senior, could sit down, but Eji-Ogbe answered him not a worde
Thus, EJji«Dgbe became the most senior of the 16 major deities and Ofun=Meji
became the least in order of seniority. |

Source: Adapted from Sowande. "IFA". Ppe 39«40,




A) Introduction:

- —— mmﬂ.‘ i

. . ACTIVITY 5

This activity is a cdntinuation ef the previoue activity.

It is designed to help students conclude their description of Yoruba
religion. It is also intended to-'suggeet that there ‘are a great deal
of conflicting beliefs in Yorube religion. a

Tka epecific objectives of this activity are:

To analyze and note similaritics and differences among

the datas -
To evaluate evidence.

To concluds,

To test conclusions egaihet other conclusione.

B) Materials: Readings: "Three Interpretatiuns of Yoruba Religiona"

Study Guide

C) JIeaching Strategy:®

1)

2)

‘a) Have each group report the

Arrange students into the groups
they were in during the previous
activity, Distribute to each
group the same set of evidence
cards with which they were working
yesterday.

other features of Yoruba religion
which emerged after they
examined the data on the cards.
Ask the other groups to comment
by either adding or subtracting
features to the reports.

b) Ask: WHY DDES ONE GROUP SEE ONE
THING AND ONE GROUP ANOTHER?

(1) Deal first with differences
which might have smerged
between groups with identical]

sets of evidence cards.

"Yoruba religion iscees"

Students may say:

- different emphasis on one piecs
of evidence over another

- Different meanings assigned to
same piece of evidence

XX .
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f* (2) Next discuss the different ‘Students might note that:
2 conclusions which may emerge ,
i between groups who considere - a particular author may be
, | different sets of evidencee representing just the evidence
. ‘ ' '~ necessary to support his particular
view 8

«-the priesis at I fe: may have a
steke in promoting Orunmila (the
deity of their oracle) over
Dlodumaré.

3) When all of the evidence has been
o satisfactorily considered, have
the students refer to their data
record sheets and ask: HOW HAS
OUR DESCRIPTION OF THE FEATURES
OF YORUBA RELIGION CHANGED? -

4) Direct the students to vead the
interpretations of Yoruba religion
appearing on ppe 6«9
of their booklet and to complete
the study guide accompanying these
readings. '




STUDY GUIDE - Acfivity 5

l. iist at least three {3) aspects of traditional Yoruba religion on which

both author A and author B agres.
(1)

(2)

(3)

2. List at least three (3) aspects of Yoruba rsligion about which authors A
and B disagres.

(1)

(2)

(3)

3. In the spaces provided to the right of your responses to questions #1 and

#2, above,. indicate whether author C agrees or disagrees with the points
made thers,

4 DOf the three authors, which one appsers to support your conclusions about
Yoruba religlon reached in class today? Why?
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A) Intro on: The purpose of Activity 6. is to develop a conclusion about
the nature of Yoruba religlon,’ It is especially designed to have
students develop & sensitivity to the conflict batween recson and
faith as they may be applied to religious Qchriencea,; B .

The specific objectives of this activity arc:i
To develop a conclusion about the nature of Yoruba religion.

m,”;ifTo kv thct raligion is” an arcc oF humcn life in whicn
' f"faith" usually is considared to have primacy over "reason."

To apply oritaria to nvlluato data. %ZJIV :”i”’f”*bgf;
‘fTo oxtract data from readings.
. -\s.:‘_“ ‘ “%55 ‘
B) mggéiigiﬁ} Stdy. guide - activity 6

Reading

Y o "‘)
PR
Y belmy !

*1)‘”Ask°- How DID DR roabz*s , Studsnts may report:
DESCRIPTION OF TRADITIUNAL -
1. ; YORUBA RELIGION COMPARE WITH. | . = Close egreement ulth Idoua
‘:”“;f;THBSF DF THE TWO YURUBA URITERS? | °  .then Sowandd . | |
AR M e ;ﬁi, B a) On homo of suproma deity g
| - y . _b) On nemes:.of lesaer deities g
R R | c) On’ character..of Supreme deity i
& ) L (1.8, His "onensss") I
TS NT e m ren o = Agreement with both writers §
MO e e T - econcerning 1
C ”J'Kn;”cﬁ,, B a) The hisrarchical arrangement k
' S of the Yoruba pantheon 1
" . o b) Significant position of the it
g ST SR oracle at Ife in Yoruba religion f}
. - =A comparatively diffoﬂﬁht way of
L 1ooking at - S F I
A P a) The particular structure of
B A PO the heavenly hierarchy
y . . SR b) The entire experience - he
- S U was much more dispassionate
| then they. -
2) Ask: "HOW CAN WE DECIDE . WHICH. OF
~ THE FOUR DESCRIPTIONS {conelder
student description derived in

‘Activity 5 as one to be analyzedﬂ
OF YORUBA RELIGION WE HAVE IS
RIGHT?

18
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3) Have the students pair -themselves °
with a neighbore Assign a dif= Y
. ferent dqsqr% tion of Yoruba e e e
" " peliglon £8 ‘aéh gtOUp.‘ Uirecﬁ eand e
eacﬁ gro “f‘”‘%‘o’"’éﬁ lyzs yotip R S ;‘-;‘.‘
réspéetive ‘P__ggtgg;;ggs and prapare?“‘ ) I
a report of -the' strengths and S o T
weaknesses of tha description fqr T SRS
g the class. SRR AT ' L CRGRCI ERY v b ¢
n5~'4")?‘ phole e cemal et ol s'-\‘iz;’,- e T SOIEL L
: a) Hawe the pairs repcrt bg_aﬁking For example, ap ir assigned to
: @them Ho' igggggﬁihh” ‘trénath EPWL_; analyzg;ldowuls. escription of
N Hagr o ydakriseses ‘of “the deserips ‘Yoruba'religion ‘may list the follow-
._LQ.‘J. which thay a .@.f.@_l_s@.r_l. T L
3 L “QWWW“Stran thsfd&‘,
{ AR AY He'te"a "Yoruba |
3 Lives in Nigeria
8 Has book published on subject .
E 1 Vs Righly ediated | - i
s Uses a variety of" suidence -
: Weaknesses ot
: : Sourdg of some avidence*unknown |
: - v e s e v 4 -] - Does not consider &ll svidenes (for
5 , tong 11 example, tpat_employad by Sowand3)
\}f‘ AORCRERT AL SRR AN NS HR ALY Y A ; IS a Christiap RIS
5 b+ Ask ‘eath paEIl, &y Ehey report. ! Eor example. a pair mayhreport that
3 to tell the cléss___xlghgx "belng Yoruba ‘is’a strdng point in
: ' i thouBhE'E o oiven charactgristic the author's favor. A reason may be
] - fhﬁwhéwa -1 ‘h th''er weakness in "because personal experisnce helps
B~ b ~fthewdeScrigtioh-analxzed. x a writer to understand better." List
: VRomeaeant oAb el the reason "pereonal sxperience" on
. y - o the boarde Or a pair might say that
ERT RS TR I B R a weak point is "not reporting the
o R sources of his svidence, besause
drgpoas e Lenlium B el it may be necessary to check for the
oAy bt T . -{ authenticity of the noureces should
. REE R IS SRR LR S | other evidence be in conflict." List
SIS T R AN 1 S S AN FeF , ' on the board "reported sources."
Ty eoe)olist all of the criteria ‘for A typical list might include:
: evaluating evidenges +"
: g R A szfvay RN Criteria for evaluating mrittgn sour ces
Lﬁm Aoy e ool Personal involvement
: s e Reliable evidence
S TR 4 R i Amount of sducation
AR |- Expertise
| .Acceptance of ideas at,lerge |
‘;Dbjectivity or 1mpersonal attituds
eyl » r) Cberl




5) Have students apply these criteria

17

te the four descriptions. Ask:
WHICH IS RIGHT?

Have studente enter this new
information on their data record
sheets next to the appropriate
features of religion.

Direct students to read ppe.10-11
in their booklst and to complete
the study guide which accompanies
the reading for tomorrow.

Student® may say:

1o Every man is ontitled to see his
relicion his own wey

2.

We

can ses that they agree that

Yorube: relinion has

Be.

Ye
Coe
de

e

very hierarchicel organization
emong deities

a supreme deity wha is sloof from
affairg pf sarth

many lesser deitlies

holy city at Ifd

an important "lesser" deity is ¢nd
of oracle - Orunmila
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STUDY GUIDE - Activity 6

. A major problem for those who study about Africa has been the absence of
weit{en recordse This selection represents one person's conclusions about
African history in the abssnce of such records.

/?, l., List two arguments or pleces of evidence which the author uses to support
/ his conclusion about African history,

be __

2o List two examples of the evidence produced by "the efforts of some Negro
intellectuals to discover periods of greatness in the African past."

L . a °

be

3« Based upon the criteria developed in class today, describs below yout
assessment of this reading as an acecurate summary of African history.

4. What have we learned about Africa so far which would tend to support or
refute the two positions on African history cited in the reading?




'

- PR e e e 7 IR - LY v oy e .
ax oy . e R T b o N oL Coe Ty
[ ) ,CTIVITY ;7 o 5 N A Y P R I S Py " A
A . ST SN L o B, S ot v e

' ; s - Ptk S N H AR
5 Fe R R v

. ; o oo e TP T
T o ., FR . ,.‘; o B VR . o el . B
[P A ,»h' I ‘ ! ' A I A AR L BN "

“'t”on-: Activity 7 1s designed to introduce students to the possible uses
of religlous oral traditions in the reconstruction of the African
Past.

4 o .
e FR O N TN
RSO N B ST T “

ifTo hypothesize about Yoruba history from oral data

A S i
H g,‘.i“p‘-v‘ﬂ.i i ; ) 1A

To make inferencas from data

To check hypotheses against gdditigngipdatéﬁm*,,ZJ;,;QJ

i Cennndt deid T b neaties
b To analyze data | T LA

B) Materials: Tape: Tuwo oral traditions T . it
' 1. "Human Beings Become Urisas"‘” .
3 2, "Shangg"
b Readings: List of Yoruba kings -« . . .. .
L Twu oral traditions - Shango R
angpotiy o Sbudy Guide., ... oo TR A
1 C) Isaching Strat ,,;;j“j_i‘ i

”’i)”ﬁéﬁz DO VOU' ACREE OR, DISAGREE WITH

Students might question:
. LAST NIGHT'S. READING? WHY?

L

) Play the tradition "Human Beings
Become Orisas.™

c) Ask:
ABOUT YORUSA HISTORY?

f Ask: DO WE HAVE ANYTHING LIKE
| THIS IN OUR CULTURE?

ixﬂﬂtﬂhﬂlMﬂdﬂh.JE!Eﬁ!l&El&Q
Egigui_.shia.eu&bga.x_.zzgn&.gn g

!
WHAT DOES THIS TRADITION SAY

- Decessarily
- history in Africa = it might also

explain our lack of knowledge of
: African. histozy. e SREE

Whether Africans are "creatures of
fear and superstition, helpless in
the grip of magic and witchcraft,"

the. assumption that: "isolation" -
.explains the absencs of

It says that exceptionally "good"
Yorubas sometimes are deifised and
worshipped by the people,

Students might note that we make "gods"
of men also when we make national
heroes or make saints of religious
martyrs and leaders,
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Ask: WHAT CAN WE INFER FROM THIS.
TRADITION ABOUT THE USE OF ORAL
TRADITIONS AS HISTORICAL EVIDENCE?

3)a) Introduce the Shango tradition by
.. -telling students that this tradi-
tion will give us an opportunity
= to test for the inferences ws have
ﬂ% mggg_gbout relioion ggg a ggogle's
3 historye.

b) Play the tradition "Shango."

Ask: WHAT INFERENCES CAN BE DRAWN

: 4) Tell the'class we will check these

o hypotheses against some additional

? ~data tonight.  Direct the students to
read ppe. 12-14 in their booklet
and to complete the study guide for
tomorrow's activity.

ABOUT YORUBA HISTORY FROM THIS DATA?

. Students might infer that

the stories told about religious
deities may refer. to actual people and

ﬁfTiw“‘evants in history

religious oral traditions seem
reliable, as they are. transmitted

carefully from speaker to listener

(i.8. repeating the same phrases twice

“'as, for example, "Human beings become

Orisas! [ responded: Human beings

become Orisaslasee")!

Students might make the following
inferences . ‘
- Yorubas had- kings :
- Yorubas believed in plural marriage
(Polygyny) i
There was an element of "consent" in
political rule

. 1
“"‘l "':




TAPE SCRIPT
I. HUMAN BEINGS BECOME ORIGAS ...

"Orunmila said: Human beings become Orisas! I responded: human beings become
Orisas. He said, Oduduwa, that you hear so much of, he was a human being. Because
he did good while on earth as a man, he was remembsred after his death and worshipped.
Orunmila said: human beings become Orisas. I respondeds human beings become
Orises. He said Orisa--nla, for example, was a human being, but he was wiser than
his fellows and did good on sarth. Therefore, he was remembesred and wor shipped
after his death. Tharefore, human beings become Orisas, only the wise are
worshippeds Human beings become Orisas." (Sowande, Fela, IFA. Pamphlet published
by author: Howard University. pp. 43-44,)

II. SHANGO

"Two of Shango's wives were quarrelsome, and there were also a few complaints
from the subjects of Shango concerning his tyrannical ways of governing thsme.
Shango became angry with everybody, mounted his horse, and went away into the forest.
For a long time, he was expected back, but his people waited in vain. When he did
not return, the people feared that he had gone off in a fit of temper to "ang
himself. So they went in search of him. He was not found, but his horss was.
The searcher therefore called out, *Where are you, 0 King? Have you haiged yourself?!
To which he replied from a long distance, 'No, I have not hanged myself!' 'Then
come back to us, we want you,' they called back. But he replied, 'No, since there
has been so much trouble in the compound and so many complaints against me from
you all, I will not come back to you; I will now rule you unseen.! 50 he ascended
to heaven by & chain which sprang from the Ayan tree. From heaven he has since
shown his kingship by lightning and thunder." (Idowu, E. Bolaji, O odumare: God

in Yoruba Belief. New York's Frederick A. Prasger, 1966.)
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STUDY GUIDE - ACTIVITY 7

Based upon the data to be found in the "List of Yoruba Kings" -

(a) Approximately when were the years of King Shango's reign?

(b) List two ways in which this data supports or rejects the hypotheses arrived
at in class today.

(1)
(2)

Compare the two narrative traditions about King Shango, then:

(a) List two points upon which they both agree. E
(1)
(2) |
(b) List at least one point upon which they appear to disagres. | %
What seems to be the major difference between these two oral traditions and EJ
that heard in class today? .




ACTIVITY 8 ; |

A) Introduction: Activity 8 begins to conclude this introduction to religion in
traditional Africa. It is especially designed to develop conclusions about
the epplication -of religious traditions to historical investigation and,
in addition, to suggest that religion also may function tp support
existing political culturs.

The specific objectives of this activity are:

To know that religious oral traditions may be useful in the reconstruc-
tion of traditional African history

To check tentative findings against additional data

To develop a conclusion about the mature of religion.

B) Materials: Student Handout "A Brief History of the Yoruba People"
"Religion: Three Definitions"
Study Guide, Activity 8

1)a) Asks HOW DID YOUR HYPOTHESES The data supports inferences that
ABOUT YORUBA HISTORY STAND UP Yorubas
AFTER LAST NIGHT'S READING? Make were politically organized as a kingdom
. a list on the board of the features{ believed in plural marriage (polygyny)
B of Yoruba history which were limited the powers of their kings
' validated by the data.

3 b) Ask: WHAT NEW INFORMATION EMERGED | Students might say that Yorubas

. FROM YOUR ANALYSIS OF THIS DATA? had slaves
2 Add this new infc mation to the seemed to be very aggressive

R list on the board. believed in ths idea of "face."
_ ‘ (XX

2) Distribute ths reading "A Brief
History of the Yoruba People.”
Direct the class to compare these
g Pindings with those of anthropologist.
X Morton-Williams., (Allow 5-10 minutes
; for this exercise.)

i ‘

4 3)a) Ask: IN WHAT WAYS DID OUR

Y ANALYSIS OF YORUBA HISTORY AGREE
t OR DISAGREE WITH THIS READING?

o b) Ask: HOW DID \CUR MENTAL PICTURE | Students will probably not have pictured

¥ OF YORUBA POLITICAL ORGANIZATION the epecific features of the "checks

,ﬁ AT THE TIME OF KING SHANGC COMPARE | and balances” but they may have
= WITH THE DIAGRAM OF KING ATIBA'S inferred some sort of institutionalized
1 0Y0? check against the power of the king.
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5)
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Asks HOW DOES OQUR ANALYSIS OF YORUBA
HISTORY CuMPARE WIT™ THE DESCRIPTION
OFFERRED BY THE PROFESSOR AT A
CALIFORNIAN UNIVERSITY?

Direct the studen. ; to refer to the
last statement defining religion

they have entered into their note=
books. Ask: HOW HAS THE RECENT
ACTIVITY AFFECTED OWR DEFINITION OF
RELIGION? Have students make any
changes necessary in their definitions
antd enter them into their notebooks.

Direct the students to compare their
definition of religion with those
located on p. 15 of their
boolclets and to complete the
accompanying study guide for
tomorrow.

Students should see that there is
growing svidence to support the claims
of the "Negro Intellectuals."

Aﬁh@ligion iSeces"
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STUDY GUIDE - ACTIVITY 8

:
]
E..
E
ﬁ -
£
A

Read the definitions of religion which appear in your booklet on p.
As you do so, look for informaZion which will help you answer the following

é, questions:
‘é*
? l. What seams to be the two most important differences which emerge when these
1 definitions are compared?
)
E (a)
. (b)
N
E
@ 2. In what weys does this information support or refute ideas about religion that
E ? were developed in class?
C
{}} .
-
! 3. What, after analyzing thess definitions, do you consider to be the most
important characteristics of religiom which set it apart from ether human
: institutlions and expsriencas?
L‘ (%) -
(2)
) (3)
:r‘- v',é (4)
\'ﬁ
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. HANDOUT #1 = Activity 8

A Brief History of the Yoruba People

: ‘This reading was taken from Marton=-Williams, Peter, "The
+ Yoruba Kingdom of Oyo," in Forde, Daryll and P. M. Kaberry (ed!s.),
UWest African Kinadoms in_the Nineteenth Century. London: Oxford
University Press, 1969. pp. 37=69, '

The city of Oyo asserted its power over its Yoruba neighbors, extending
its conquests southwards down to ths sdges of the forest and indsed penetrat-
ing it to some extent. This expansion was achleved through the use of

v cavalry. Legends attribute the building of this empire to the earliest
' kings, who may have reigned et the beginning of the fiftesnth century.,

The territory of the early empire, which was some ten thousand square miles
in extent, was not incorporated into a centrally administered...state, but
instead consisted of a large number of internally autonomous kingdoms whose
rulers were said to derive their crowns from Oyo and were vassals of the

Alafin (the "King" of Oy0)cee.

Oyo began to participate in the coastal trade in slaves with Europeans
in the middle of the seventeenth century, using the port of Oiudahees.

In the eighteenth century Oyo reached the height of her strength, and
in the second half /fof that century/ was one of the most power ful and wealthy

kingdoms in Africas... Although the Yoruba could not conceive of government

without kingship (they can hardly do so nowadays), they believed that kings
in general had a tendency to exploit their immenss powers to the disadvantage
of their subjects. The powers of the Alafin, howaver, were limited in
practice not only by the ceremonial and ritual restrictions hedging his
activities but also by opposing to...these powers the authorities of the

Oyo Mesi and the Ogboni cult of the Earth.
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In the mid=-1830's Atiba changed the site of Oyo to its present location.
Below is a diagram of the structure of gevernment during the reign of King

Atiba °

Alafin _ !
Lord of the World and Life
Owner of the Land

{ Cult of the Earth

-

Oyo Mesi
Highest qgrade of titled
office~holders

{ Companion of the Gods e A
1. Judges disputes betwesn Y 1l
subjects and between vassals \ 20
2. Taxing powers \ ; 3.
3+ Commander=in=-chiaf of arms \ [ 4,
4, Presides over all important \ i
religious ceremonies \ | .
i -
BEEEER 6o
A ) \\ ’ .
v )
. Ogboni

1. Control rituals at time
of corcnation and death
of Alafin

whenever blood is shed
Political decisions of 0O

King makers

Can order Alafin®s suicide
Important religious functions
Private political and
Judicial’ powers of each
member in own section

Raise arms for war

Cannot collectively be
dismissed from office

2o Judicial authority invoked

yo

Mesi, particularly in rejec-
tion of an Alafin, must be

unanimously approved by
Ogboni priests

"Checks and Balan~es of Goverrment in Atiba's Oyo"




ACTIVITY 9

A) Introduyction: This is the culminating activity in the unit. It is designed

to help crystallize student corceptualization of traditional African religion
and religion generally. These ideas might then be appliec as hypotheses

to guide further inquiry into the fungtioms of religion in Africa or
elsewhere in thes world,.

The specific objectives of this activity are:

To develop conclusions about the fsatures of traditional African
religion

To generalize about religion in human society

To apply generalizations to new data

B) Materials: Handout #2

C) Teaching Strateqy

1)

Distribute Handout #2. Tell

Ask: WHICH OF THE FOUR DEFINITIONS
YOU EXAMINED LAST NIGHT SEEMED TO BE
CORRECT? WHY? Allow students 10
minutes or so to discuss this
question, (

students to take the remainder of
the period to respond to the
question on the Handout.

Collect student responses at the
end of the class session.
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HANDOUT #2 - ACTIVITY 9

A professor of African history has recently made the following observation
about religion in Africa:

"Meoet Africans are animists. At its best, animism is a
belief that God dwelle sverywhers; at its worst, & realigion
full of superstition." i

n the space below write ycur reaction to this statement. Be sure to apply

the ideas about African religion and religion generally which we have developed
in this unit. Use the reverse side of this generalization if necessary.

L




.
J
e

G
'

L5 AR ALl

B vk o S asfal el

PR

e v .
St

H
T
ke
. !
. - 3
N
kd -
LS
A -8
T te
!
1
Famly
s
A
>y
-
N
~ 9

.
. - 3

{

I =
. =
53
. 1 -
ﬂﬂl -

Looer

TRADITIONAL AFRI

CAN RELIGION

-~

e

T S T A PR A

3
=
34
i s & L
e L R
R T R b R
PR
e ., v
AT 4

AT o A vt N X art R R

= b ,c : um»zi.wm : P
2 e 1 <
gAY :
x BT L~ m
& : e
Sperbisihat Cowgite s =
R e Rt B S e =g
. : LR




Project Africa
Baker Hall
Carnegie~Mellon -University
Schenley Park
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213




TRADITIONAL AFRICAN RELIGION

THE SACRED TREE

This is an excerpt from the story of a youth who
village in Kenya, Waiyaki, the hero of the story

Kikuyu village,

Waiyaki felt\close.,.

Adapted from James Nugui, The River Between.,
The Humanities Press, Inc., 1968, pp., 18-19,

Anthropologist Colia Turnbull 1

123

grows up in a Kikuyu

> is being trained by
his father to carry on the family tradition of "medicine man" for the

villages. As we pick up the story, Waiyaki's father is about to lead
him to the most sacred spot of this

New York:

ees hill of God,

THE MOLIMO FESTIVAL

surrounding the Molimo.

They stood there,..

ived among the Ba Mbuti of the Congo for
three years, The éxcerpt appearing below describes an ancient ceremony

Adapted from Colin Turnbull, Forest People. New York:

Simon and Schuster, 1962, pp. 74-80,
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DEATH BY LIGHTNING

This excerpt is from a novel set in Western Nigeria. It describes the
traditional reaction among the Yoruba people to a death by lightning--
the death of Joshus one of the major characters in the novel.

They were in...

Adapted from T. M. Aluko, One Man, One Wife. London: ‘ :
Heinemann Educatiomal Books, Ltd., 1967. pp. 119-122,

sosoand cloth weaving.

INTERPRETATIONS OF YORUBA RELIGION

Dr. E. Boloji Idowu, a Yoruba Christian, accomplished this work as a
portion of the requirements for his Ph.D. degree. He is now connected
with Ibadan University in Nigeria. In his Olodumare: GCod in Yourba
Belief, Idowu stresses the supremacy of Olodumare among the variety

of deities to be found in the Yoruba pantheon (the sum of all the gods
of a people), ‘

In order to...

E
;
|
]
;
i
?

Adapted from E. Bolaji Idowu, Olodumare: God in Yoruba Belief,
New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1966. pp. 48-70,

...abOVe them all. .j
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3.
s Dr. Fela Sowande, also a Yoruba chief and presently a professor of African
3 music and religion at Howard University, Washington, D.C., disagrees quite
. strongly with Dr, Idowu's analysis--feeling that, for cne thing, the oral
-y traditions which Idowu used to support his conclusions "must be the weirdest

in circulation." Sowande's views have been expressed in a booklet he pub-~
lished titled "Ifa" in 1964,

Oral traditions state...

'
3 Fela Sowande, Ifa. (a pamphlet published by the ewthor and
N ~available by writing him at Howard University, Wasuington,
: D.C.), 1964, pp. 27-39,

eeoOrangun (formerly Ofun-meji).

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND CULTS

Daryll Forde is an English anthropologist who has studied many cultures in
West Africa including Yoruba,

4 The Yoruba have,..

Adapted from Daryle Forde, "The Yoruba-Speaking Peoples of South-~-
Western Nigeria." in Daryll Forde, (ed.). Ethnographic Survey
of Africa. London, S.W.I.: International African Institute,
1962. pp. 29-30,

«ssthat precedes rain,
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A VIEW OF AFRICAN HISTORY

This reading is taken from the introduction to a book of readings on
i present-day Africa, It was written by T. Walter Wallbank, a professor
L of history at a well=-known university in Southern California.

Africa is a...

% | Adapted from T. Walter Wallbank, Contemporary Africa:

\M Continent In Tranmsition (Revised edition), Princeton,
: New Jersey: D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1964, An

4 Anvil Original. pp. 1l4-16,

ese0r debilitating diseases,"

A LIST OF YORUBA KINGS -

B Adeyemi .
g Adelu c. 1859
. Atiba c. 1838...

y " Adapted from Samuel Johnson, The History of the Yorubas,
London: Rontledge, 1921, appendix,

P .Ajaka
Oranyan
Oduduwa.




TRADITION #1

Sango, son of,,.

Adapted from Samuel Johnson, The History of the Yorubas,
London: Rontledge, 1921, pp., 149-152,

«eeand hanged himself,

TRADITION #2

Sango was a...

E. Bolaji Idowu, Qlodumare: God in Yoruba Bel
York: Frederick A. Praeger, 1966, p. 90,

ief, New

oeoe San‘gO in Oyo P

RELIGION -~ THREE DEF INITIONS

1, The expression of...

William Morris, (ed.), The American Heritage Dictionary
of the English Language, Boston: American Heritage

Publishing Co., Inc., 1969. p. 1099,
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A unified system...

Charles Clock and Rodney Stark, Religion and Society
in Tension. Chicago: Rand McNally, 1965. p. 4.

.ssadhere to them.

'

The feelings, acts,

William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience: f
A Study of Human Nature, New York: The Modern Library, !
1902, pp. 31-32,

B «..may consider divine.




